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Nick Drew reports from Dorset o

ike 30 many in the industry, Rob
Wilkiams grew up sround plag
His father Grabam spent his

3 working life as an operator,
;,’ub‘l‘ with Gilbary Plant Hire ar

pset, Lo the carly and

o
Sogham in Do
: 19005, YOUNK Rob wsed 10 spend all his
Y puarnings on site with his dad and
ArnboR per jocls during the school holidays.
fb s great memorics of break times on
g whem the have a go kad” culture was sull
00 Draring this period, his father

ated & withe variety of machinery,
pehiding am €A Iy JCB 3CX, followed by classic
P of the time such as a Pockain 60 and
ki 0 HO64, FH120 and EX 150 models
e e spent tisme in a Pockin 90 and then a
218
Thete was never really any doube that Rob
wosdd follow in his father’s footsteps and join
fe plant game, but first he
jparmt b 0 OpeTate
e spanncrs,
matving lor an
MW in plant

pecharacs a1
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SPANNERS TO LEVERS
IIn .’(;‘ M Rob started work with 2 well-knowny
el company, Mark Farwell Pland Hie

ity g
icially in their mnkdlnp\. I due congse be
was deployed on

haay hire jobw, asan
operator of 4 3CX
backhoe, Joader
He must have
mpressed, as the
odd day here and
there eventually led
o longer-term
hires to the local council and Wessex Water.
However, the lure of a full-time seat was
strong and in 20083 a job opportunity came up
with the civil engineering firm C] Lee
Rob was placed on a Dacwoo DHZ20
excavator [or starters, but ltwasn't
long before he was rewarded
with his first new machine, a

"
He was taken on as AN

™ Konmatsu pugta repairs

SO

Tl 0ne man's journey to becoming his own boss

Himachi ZX 150 straight out of the factory. Over
the next five vears, Rob worked on a vanety of
excavalors with Lee, including & Hitachi
M onner

After a couple of moves to other finms; Rob
Joktsed Bartlent Contracton in NS, operanng
thear JOB |S220

Rob said, “With Baxtlett’s § worked on

pipelines, beavy civils and agricubtur wl work, so
A% YOu CAn magine i

“YOUNG ROB USED TOSPEND ALL  ccicrctalonof
HIS SATURDAY MORNINGS ON

varicty, | oved it and
guned ot of
experience from the
job. 1 was also lucky
enough 1o spend
some tme operatng
the larger Caterpillar
machines on the fleet, including the 325D and

524D models. This exposure to the Cat products

maxle me want one of my own even nvore.”
Rob had wanted 10 own his own machine
since he was a little boy, recalling how a real
digger was abways on his Christmas fist! He
continue), *1almost went for it around 12
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vears ago, when 1 conssdered buying my >
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SITE VISIT

2 duly signed. The 312D wentinto the
The smartdooking Cat

! workshop, where it had 4 full mec hanical
checkup and refresh, followed by a trip to the
i body shop.

i From Cannock the excavator was shipped

$12D was delivered 1o
the beafy suburbs of
Parkstone, where
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will recycle all the hasdose
on site, which will then
used for the piling ngee
required on sie. But Bk
Rob had to pull dowi 8
bank of sand, which v
then compacted in laen ¥
form a stable ramp float &
the floor of the workings
It really was carly das 08 oF

site, but it was clear to see U“"‘
plenty of work ahead for Rob and bsl#
During a break Rob said, “My wile Fusa*

i ! to Finning Cardiff, where it came under Quaantum s undertaking
E : the scruting of the depot’s used eguipment all the groundworks and
k ¢ manager. Sue Deary. Rob describes her as an infrastructure for a block
| i absolute star, with a real eye for detail. While of retirement apartments.
i | it was being sign-written a few scrarches were The site was derelict for many
3 l ! noticed in the paintwork, which were quickly years, but it overdooks the
 dealt with huxunious Sandhg
| . s ks area,
l i The excavator came with a Dromone quick rich and famous. 11 was hA l‘uunr 10 the
I : coupler and a H0mm bucket. Four new caught up with man aned :'n on site that we
| ! buckets were supplied, including a grader/ Rob initially said, “Ivs :l::nz.
Iy ooth and light o

! rehandler, in addition to #50mm, 600mm and
! 1200mmewide digging buckets, complete with
[ ! removable cutting edges.

operate and has plenty
Fam very happy V':llh it ?‘ power when needed,

’ Rob said, *1 think the team at Finning has not prepared for wh
: done an outstanding job with our latest quarrysized deep by ‘l Wasin front of me: 3
| machine and am very pleased with my choice.  result of the cxu-.‘:“‘ ™ the ground, This is a
| Portraying a good and professional image is tonnes of high qua: N of many thousands of
 very important to me and this machine looks jobis was to make 3 YR2nd. One of Rolys first
! the business when | um up on sie.” allow a crusher to ":"“i’::n o the pi, 1o
{ MO position, This
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nput his been invaluable. | koo Toould’
have done any of this without her helf
and ambition, She works in the ind®™
50 she knows exactly what is needed @
succeed. I'm very lucky.

Being an owner operator define®
highs and lows, Breakdowns can b abe [
“nd, we had a few of those in the @ 7y
"“?‘nx said that, T wouldn't want 0% '
being employed. | love what 10 gl
more like 4 hobby than a job.”
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